(2/23/22)  Visitors Promotion Marketing Grant Review:
The Committee began reviewing the various grants different entities applied for. Maul reminded everyone these are for grants up to $5,000 for the sole purpose of marketing for different projects that benefit our city and county. The first one presented was for the Branched Oak Observatory. They applied for a $2,500 grant for marketing their September 24th Fall StarBQ event. There was no discussion and Stitt asked for a motion to approve. Barclay made a motion to approve. Knuth seconded the motion. There was no further discussion so Stitt called for a vote. Barclay, Dickerson, Hoehne, Knuth, Madsen and Stitt voted yes. Cunningham was absent. Motion carried.

The next grant discussed was from the Great Plains Gaming Project. They requested $5,000 for marketing of their Game Fest on April 29-May 1 and another event they plan to hold also in 2022, Meeples at the Mansion. The game fest is a 3-day convention and Feyerherm said it is growing in size each year. It’s mostly board games and definitely growing in popularity. It’s held at the Lancaster Event Center and hosts approximately 500 attendees. Stitt asked for a motion to approve. Knuth made a motion to approve the grant. Barclay seconded the motion. There was no further discussion so Stitt called for a vote. Barclay, Dickerson, Hoehne, Knuth, Madsen and Stitt voted yes. Cunningham was absent. Motion carried.

Next up was the History Nebraska $5,000 grant request for marketing of a new exhibit. This is a BISON exhibit at the Nebraska History Museum and will run from February through May. That was all of the discussion so Stitt asked for a motion of approval. Dickerson made a motion to approve the grant and Knuth seconded it. With no further discussion, Stitt called for a vote. Barclay, Dickerson, Hoehne, Knuth, Madsen and Stitt voted yes. Cunningham was absent. Motion carried.

A grant was requested for the Lincoln Arts Council in the amount of $5,000 for marketing of their two-day event featuring live performers and showcasing over 90 artists from around the country. Stitt pointed out that the nonprofit arts and culture sector generates $99M in total economic activity in the city of Lincoln. He said it is a fun event for that area. Stitt asked for a motion to approve. Barclay made a motion to approve the grant. Madsen seconded the motion. There was no further discussion so Stitt called for a vote. Barclay, Dickerson, Hoehne, Knuth, Madsen and Stitt voted yes. Cunningham was absent. Motion carried.
  
Next up was Lincoln Calling asking for $5,000 for marketing of the music and art festival. It is going to be September 22-24 and will be its 19th year. It is something different but something known and very successful. Stitt asked for a motion to approve. Hoehne made a motion to approve the grant. Barclay seconded the motion. There was no further discussion so Stitt called for a vote. Barclay, Dickerson, Hoehne, Knuth, Madsen and Stitt voted yes. Cunningham was absent. Motion carried.

The Lincoln Rose Society grant was discussed next. They asked for $1,000 and were so thrilled to find out they could even ask for funding. They want to use the $1,000 to market their district rose show and conference on September 23-25, 2022. Madsen noted this is the third event we’ve seen here on that particular weekend. Feyerherm said this is a fun event. Stitt asked for a motion to approve. Knuth made a motion to approve the grant. Dickerson seconded the motion. There was no further discussion so Stitt called for a vote. Barclay, Dickerson, Hoehne, Knuth, Madsen and Stitt voted yes. Cunningham was absent. Motion carried.

The final grant request of the meeting came from the National Museum of Roller Skating. They requested $4,252 for marketing expansion including two billboards running from June to August in Lincoln along with social media to promote their location this summer. There was no further discussion so Stitt asked for a motion to approve the grant request. Barclay made a motion to approve and Madsen seconded it. There was no further discussion so Stitt called for a vote. Barclay, Dickerson, Hoehne, Knuth, Madsen and Stitt voted yes. Cunningham was absent. Motion carried.
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