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BUDGET MEETING MINUTES 
LANCASTER COUNTY BOARD OF COMMISSIONERS 

TUESDAY, JUNE 23, 2020 
COUNTY-CITY BUILDING 

ROOM 112 – CITY/COUNTY CHAMBERS 
10:00 A.M. 

 
Commissioners Present:  Sean Flowerday, Chair; Rick Vest, Vice Chair; Roma Amundson, Deb 
Schorr and Christa Yoakum 
 
Others Present:  Kerry Eagan and Dave Derbin, Chief Administrative Officers; and Leslie Brestel, 
County Clerk’s Office 

 
Advance public notice of the Board of Commissioners Budget Meeting was posted on the 
County-City Building bulletin board and the Lancaster County, Nebraska web site and provided 
to the media on June 22, 2020. 

 
The Chair noted the location of the Open Meetings Act and opened the meeting at 10:15 a.m.   
 

AGENDA ITEM 
 

1. DEPARTMENT BUDGET HEARINGS – Dennis Meyer, Budget and Fiscal Officer 
 

A. Planning – David Cary, Planning Director 
 
Cary reviewed his presentation (Exhibit 1). 
 
When asked about cutting the Historic Preservation Planner II position, Cary answered, while 
the individual with the institutional knowledge is no longer in the position, the current staff has 
the skill set to be able to continue his work. 
 

B. Purchasing – Robert Walla, Purchasing Agent 
 
Walla reviewed his PowerPoint presentation (Exhibit 2).   
 
The Board thanked Walla for his efforts in securing supplies during the COVID-19 pandemic. 
 

C. Human Resources – Doug McDaniel, Human Resources Director 
 
McDaniel reviewed his PowerPoint presentation (see agenda packet). 
 
Amundson asked if there was a particular Human Resources (HR) employee who focuses mainly 
on County HR issues.  McDaniel stated all HR employees serve both the City and the County.  
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When asked about diversity training, McDaniel answered in the past diversity training has been 
offered through third-party providers. 
 

D. Library – Pat Leach, Library Director 
 
Meyer stated the libraries are paid out of the $.15 levy. 
 
Leach said the libraries provide services to the County through an interlocal agreement with the 
City of Lincoln.  Services provided by the library include physical and electronic literature, 
programming for children and adults, meeting room use, computer and internet use, and the 
book mobile.  She noted 7.5% of the circulation use is by County residents.  A replacement 
book mobile needs to be purchased. 
 
Leach reported Hickman and Hallam will be the County sites for summer programming.  She 
added the following year she hopes the programming can be expanded to more County sites. 
 
The County’s budget amount is proportional to the residential population outside of the City 
limits, which for the upcoming year is $846,000.  This is a decrease from the current $863,000 
as there are discussions about the libraries closing one day per week. 
 
When asked what services will be available for continuing COVID-19 concerns, Leach answered 
a home service through the mail is available.  
 

E. Building & Safety – Chad Blahak, Director of Building & Safety 
 
Blahak reviewed his presentation (Exhibit 3). 
 

F. Health Department – Pat Lopez, Interim Health Director 
 
Lopez gave her presentation (Exhibit 4). 
 
The Board thanked Lopez for her leadership amid the pandemic. 
 
2. ADJOURNMENT 

 
MOTION:  Schorr moved and Vest seconded to adjourn the meeting at 11:51 a.m.  Schorr, 
Amundson, Yoakum, Vest and Flowerday voted yes.  Motion carried 5-0. 
 
 

 






























































































