MINUTES
LANCASTER COUNTY BOARD OF COMMISSIONERS
FEDERAL LEGISLATIVE SUMMIT
STRATEGIC AIR COMMAND & AEROSPACE MUSEUM
28210 W. PARK HIGHWAY – ASHLAND, NE
THURSDAY, AUGUST 25, 2022
8:30 AM
COMMISSIONERS: Deb Schorr, Chair; Christa Yoakum, Vice Chair;
Roma Amundson, Sean Flowerday; and Rick Vest

Advance public notice of the Board of Commissioners’ attendance at the summit was posted on the CountyCity Building bulletin board, the Lancaster County, Nebraska, web site, emailed to the media to the media on
August 19, 2022, and published in the Lincoln Journal Star print edition and website on August 6, 2022.
Commissioners present: Deb Schorr, Chair; Christa Yoakum, Vice Chair; Roma Amundson, Sean Flowerday,
and Rick Vest
Others present: Dan Nolte, County Clerk
The summit began at 8:30 a.m. A copy of the Open Meetings Act was available.
A summit agenda (Exhibit 1) and detecting cancer document (Exhibit 2) were distributed to participants.
The summit concluded at 11:30 a.m.
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Exhibit 1

THANK YOU TO OUR FEDERAL
LEGISLATIVE SUMMIT SPONSORS
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AGENDA
DOORS OPEN
WELCOME
Jason Ball, President & CEO
Lincoln Chamber of Commerce

Lincoln Electric System
BREAKFAST SERVED
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Nebraska Public Power District
Always there when you need us
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9:10 am
9:15 am

Black Hills Energy
Ready

9:55 am

Strategic Air Command
& Aerospace Museum

10:10 am

I N T R O D U C T I O N O F KEYNOTE SPEAKER
Jason Ball
KEYNOTE ADDRESS
Clayton Anderson, President & CEO
Strategic Air Command & Aerospace Museum
BREAK
INTRODUCTION A N D MODERATION
O F C O N G R E S S I O N A L REPORT
Bryan Slone
President
Nebraska Chamber
DELEGATION
U.S. Senator Deb Fischer
U.S. Senator Ben Sasse
U.S. Congressman Adrian Smith
U.S. Congressman Don Bacon
U.S. Congressman Mike Flood

As a guest of the Federal Legislative Summit, you
are welcome to stay and explore the Strategic Air
Command & Aerospace Museum.

11:25am

CLOSING S U M M A R Y A N D A D J O U R N M E N T
Veta Jeffery, President and CEO
Greater Omaha Chamber

FEDERAL LEGISLATIVE SUMMIT
l
A Hjstory of Innovation and Collaboration
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The
Lincoln
Chamber of
Commerce has organized the Federal Legislative Summit
(FLS) since our policy staff first thought of the idea in late
2008. The chamber had recently returned from a federal
fly-in to Washington, D.C., during which news of the collapse
of Lehman Brothers sent shockwaves through both our group
and the nation's financial system.
As the Lincoln Chamber developed a federal policy agenda
for 2009 and contemplated another trip to Capitol Hill, we
reflected on the success of the Nebraska Breakfast in D.C.
and thought perhaps we could organize a large group of our
members to meet with our federal delegation when they were
back in Nebraska for their district work period (when the U.S.
Senate and U.S. House of Representatives are in recess).
We set a lofty goal of having all members of the delegation
participate and, of course, wanted to secure a high-profile
keynote address. In typical Nebraska fashion, the federal
delegation members were eager to attend and provide
briefings on important federal issues.
The first FLS was August 20th, 2009, featuring breakout
sessions from each delegation member and a keynote
address from U.S. Chamber of Commerce President and
CEO, Thomas Donohue. We branded it the Federal Fly-Back
with the tagline "Bringing D.C. Home." Lincoln businessman
Bob Milligan served as Chairman of the Board for the U.S.

Chamber of Commerce at the
time and was also a Lincoln
Chamber of Commerce
board member. Bob was
instrumental in securing Mr .
Donohue, who most certainly
fit the bill as a high-profile keynote
speaker.
After we secured the essential participants for a successful
event, the Lincoln Chamber approached our chamber
partners to convince them to join as co-hosts. They did. We
pitched the venue of the Strategic Air Command & Aerospace
Museum as the perfect location to discuss important issues
and reflect on our glorious heritage of scientific endeavors
and being a force for good.
The Lincoln Chamber is grateful for the success of what has
become a long-standing and highly anticipated federal policy
event. We thank our co-hosts and partners with the Nebraska
Chamber of Commerce & Industry and the Greater Omaha
Chamber of Commerce. Our collaborative approach has
served us all well over nearly a decade and a half of Federal
Legislative Summits.
Thank you to our federal delegation of senators and congressional
representatives who have always been willing to participate
and share their expertise.
Thank you to the many keynote speakers who have informed
and inspired.
Thank you to our sponsors and chamber members who have
made the FLS the great success it is.
Thank you to the many vendors and staff who have served us
over the years and the Strategic Air Command & Aerospace
Museum for being the perfect venue.

NECHAMBER

LINCOLN'" /r\QMAHA

, t c - H A M B E R OF
COMMERCE

CHAMBER

Federal Legislative Summit
Keynote Speakers
Thomas J. Donohue
President & CEO

U.S. Chamber of Commerce

2009

President

National Association
of Manufacturers

2010

Dr. Frank M. Newport

Gallup Poll

2011

Greg W. Baise

We Ask America Polling

2012

Dr. Martin Regalia

U.S. Chamber of Commerce

2013

John Engler

Editor-in-Chief

Founder & President
Chief Economist

Rob Engstrom

™

U.S. Chamber of Commerce

2014

Dr. David Azerrad

The Heritage Foundation
Simon Center for Principles
and Politics

2015

Jay Timmons
President

National Association
of Manufacturers

2016

Dr. Frank M. Newport

Gallup Poll

2017

EVP and Chief
Policy Officer

U.S. Chamber of Commerce

2018

Director

William Evanina

National Counterintelligence
& Security Center

2019

Jill O'Donnell

UNL Yeutter Institute

2021

Strategic Air Command
& Aerospace Museum and
Retired NASA Astronaut

2022

Political Director

Director

Editor-in-Chief

Neil Bradley

Director

Clayton Anderson

President & CEO

* The Federal Legislative Summit was not held in 2020 due to the Covid-79 Pandemic,
however, the Chambers of Commerce developed a Virtual Hill Visit that adapted to the
changing environment and continued our close connection with our federal delegation.

A lifelong Nebraskan, Deb Fischer is the senior
senator from Nebraska. In November 2012, Fischer
was first elected to the U.S. Senate becoming the first
Nebraska woman elected to a full term and the first
Nebraska state senator elected directly after service
in the state legislature. Six years later, in November
2018, Nebraskans overwhelmingly voted to send her
back to the U.S. Senate for a second term.
Fischer is committed to working with Republicans and
Democrats alike to advance sensible policies that will
promote strong Nebraska families and communities.
Senator Fischer believes the first duty of Congress
is to defend the nation. As a member of the Senate
Armed Services Committee, she is committed to
defending against growing threats to our homeland
and our allies. In her capacity as the Ranking Member
of the Senate Armed Services Subcommittee on
Strategic Forces, she is focused on ensuring that
our nation has a nuclear deterrent that is modern
and effective. This subcommittee also has direct
oversight of U.S. Strategic Command, which is located
in Nebraska.
Fischer also serves on the Senate's Commerce,
Science, and Transportation Committee and serves as
the Ranking Member of the Subcommittee on Surface
Transportation and Merchant Marine Infrastructure,
Safety and Security. This chairmanship enables her
to continue leading on transportation issues, which
have been one of her top priorities dating back to
her chairmanship of the Nebraska Legislature's
Transportation and Telecommunication Committee.
In addition to the Armed Services and Commerce
Committees, Senator Fischer sits on the Senate
Agriculture Committee, a vital committee to Nebraska
where agriculture is the economic engine of the state.
Fischer is a Nebraska cattle rancher with over 40
years of real-life experience working with agriculture
producers and rural and economic development
groups across the state. As Nebraska's voice on this
committee, she works to cut regulations negatively
affecting agriculture and open up new trade
opportunities for farmers and ranchers.
Senator Fischer is a member of Senate Majority
Leader Mitch McConnell's leadership team, serving as
counsel to the Majority Leader. In this. position, which
she has held since 2015, she presents the concerns
of Nebraskans directly to the Republican Senate
leadership.
Before her election to the U.S. Senate, Fischer served
in the Nebraska Unicameral, representing the 43rd
Legislative District since 2004. During her time in
the state legislature, she chaired the Transportation
and Telecommunications Committee. She was also
a member of the Revenue Committee, the Natural
Resources Committee, and the Executive Board.
Born and raised in Lincoln, Nebraska, Senator Fischer
attended the University of Nebraska-Lincoln and
graduated with a degree in education. She and her
husband, Bruce, have been married for over 40 years
and own a ranching business near Valentine. They
have three sons and four grandchildren.
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Ben Sasse is a fifth-generation Nebraskan with the
honor of representing the Corn husker state in the
U.S. Senate. Having never run for anything before, he
and his family campaigned tirelessly in a rickety old
campaign bus in 2013 and 2014, ultimately winning
all of Nebraska's 93 counties in one of the biggest
landslides in state history.
After deciding with his family to run for re-election
in 2020, Ben set a record, earning the most votes
in the history of Nebraska - again winning all 93
counties.
Like many Nebraskans, Ben learned about hard
work in corn and bean fields at an early age.
The son of a coach and a graduate of Fremont
High, he was recruited to wrestle at Harvard and
subsequently earned a PhD in American history at
Yale. An occasional professor, Ben has spent most
of his worklife helping companies and institutions
through technological and leadership disruptions.
He's worked with the Boston Consulting Group and
McKinsey and Company, as well as private equity
firms and not-for-profit organizations, to tackle failing
strategies across dozens of sectors and nations.
Before being elected to the Senate, Ben spent five
years as a college president. When he was recruited
to lead Midland University, Ben was just 37, making
him one of the youngest college presidents in the
nation. The 130-year-old Lutheran college in Ben's
hometown was on the verge of bankruptcy when he
arrived, but became one of the nation's fastestgrowing schools just three years later.
A member of the intelligence, judiciary, finance, and
budget committees, Ben is focused on the future of
work, the future of war, and the First Amendment.
He worries that the Senate lacks urgency about
cyber and about the nation's generational debt
crisis. An opponent of perpetual incumbency, he has
no intention of spending his life in the Senate.
Ben has written two books - one about the
evaporating distinction between adolescence and
perpetual adolescence in economies with limited
work for teenagers, and the other about the paradox
of loneliness and collapsing local community
precisely as the digital revolution makes middleclass Americans the richest people in human history.
Both books quickly became national best-sellers.
Ben and his wife, Melissa, have three kids - Corrie,
Alex, and Breck, any one of whom can often be
spotted accompanying their dad on their weekly
commute from Nebraska to Capitol Hill. In their
spare time, the Sasse kids seek to break their
parents via more unauthorized pet adoptions.

A Gering native whose family has called Nebraska
home for six generations, Congressman Adrian
Smith was first introduced to politics by his
grandfather. Adrian's first encounter with
government regulations was when he was a child
running a snow cone stand, and he realized at
a young age what overly restrictive government
policies can do to American businesses.
Prior to his election to Congress in 2006, Adrian
worked as an educator, real estate agent, and
served his hometown as a member of the city
council. He then represented District 48 for eight
years in the Unicameral.
In his work on Capitol Hill he has demonstrated
steady leadership, a commitment to hard work, and
dedication to Nebraska commonsense. Adrian has
tackled issues ranging from international market
access for Nebraska goods to advocating for rural
America and opportunities to help feed the world.
Since 2010, he has served on the powerful
Ways and Means Committee. Adrian - who is
Lead Republican of the Ways and Means Trade
Subcommittee - actively promotes market access
for Nebraska products in Asia, South America,
Europe, and throughout the world. His leadership
on trade agreements, such as the United StatesMexico-Canada agreement, continues to open
new opportunities for agriculture producers and
manufacturers to keep Nebraska's economy
strong. He also fought for and delivered tax relief
for Nebraska families, ag producers, and small
business owners by helping craft the Tax Cuts and
Jobs Act - the first tax code overhaul to be signed
into law in a generation.
In addition to his work on trade and tax issues,
Adrian is also as a member of the Subcommittee
on Health where he is a champion for lowering
drug costs, strengthening American innovation,
expanding access to telehealth, and giving every
American more control over their health care no
matter where they live.
A staunch conservative, Adrian has consistently
voted against tax increases and government
bailouts. He continues to fight for policies to secure
the border, defend Nebraskans' Constitutional
freedoms, address inflation and our supply chain
crisis, unleash domestic energy sources, and
promote a strong economy to provide certainty for
American families and job creators. He is pro-life.
He and his wife, Andrea, reside in Gering, Nebraska,
with their two young children.
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U.S. Congressman Mike Flood was sworn into
office on July 12, 2022. Through the years, he
has dedicated his life to advancing conservative
values, growing Nebraska's rural communities, and
creating jobs.

Growing up and working on a farm in Illinois,
Congressman Don Bacon learned first-hand
how the value of hard work and commitment
contributes to the success of a small business.
He moved from the family farm to attend Northern
Illinois University, from which he graduated
with a Bachelors of Political Science in 1984,
the same year he married Angie, the love of his
life. They have three sons, one daughter, and
six grandchildren. One year later, he began his
military career by joining the U.S. Air Force and
serving nearly 30 years, ultimately retiring as a
Brigadier General.

Raised in Norfolk, Mike started working in radio in
high school, a passion that continued throughout
his time in college at Notre Dame and law school
at the University of Nebraska. In 1999, he founded
Flood Communications and grew the company from
one Norfolk radio station, US92, into a statewide
media network. News Channel Nebraska and Flood
Communications radio stations deliver content
important to rural communities, including local
news and weather, high school sports, morning
mass, and local entertainment. Mike has created
hundreds of Nebraska jobs.

During his career in the Air Force, Congressman
Bacon specialized in electronic warfare,
intelligence and reconnaissance. His career
highlights include two tours as a Wing
Commander, at Ramstein Airbase in Germany
and Offutt Air Force Base in Bellevue, Nebraska;
group command at Davis-Monthan Air Force Base
in Arizona; squadron command in Arizona, and
expeditionary squadron command in Iraq. In total,
Rep. Bacon served 16 assignments including four
deployments in the Middle East to include Iraq in
2007 to 2008 during Operation IRAQI FREEDOM.

In 2005, Mike was elected to represent his
hometown and surrounding Madison County in
the Nebraska Legislature. In 2007, his colleagues
elected him the youngest Speaker of the
Legislature in Nebraska history.
In June 2022, Mike won a special election to take
over Nebraska's 1st District in the U.S. House of
Representatives. He currently serves on the House
Small Business Committee and House Committee
on Oversight and Reform.

Congressman Bacon's military decorations
include the Air Force Distinguished Service
Medal, two Bronze Stars, two Legion of Merits,
five Meritorious Service Medals, and the Aerial
Achievement Medal. Additionally, he was selected
as Europe's top Air Force Wing Commander for his
time at Ramstein Airbase, as well as recognized
as a distinguished graduate of the Air Command
and Staff College, Navigator-Electronic Warfare
School, and Officer Intelligence School. Further,
Congressman Bacon has earned two Masters
Degrees, from the University of Phoenix in Arizona
and the National War College in Washington D.C.
Upon his retirement from the Air Force in 2014,
Congressman Bacon served as the military advisor
to Congressman Jeff Fortenberry (NE-01), where
he specialized in military affairs focusing on Offutt
Air Force Base and the Nebraska National Guard.
He also was an Assistant Professor at Bellevue
University where he taught Undergraduate
Leadership along with American Vision and Values
(The Kirkpatrick Signature Series), until his 2016
election to Congress, representing Nebraska's
Second Congressional District.
Presently, Congressman Bacon serves on two
committees within the House of Representatives:
the House Armed Services Committee, and the
House Agricultural Committee.

Over the years, Mike has given back to Nebraska
in numerous ways. He has long been active in
Northeast Nebraska economic development and
community efforts. Mike served as the Chairman of
the Board of Directors of the Children's Scholarship
Fund, advancing its mission to open the doors of
educational opportunity for families with financial
need. Mike currently serves on the Board of
Directors of Invest Nebraska, which is committed
to growing Nebraska's economy by assisting
entrepreneurs and investing capital in companies
with growth potential.

I

Mike and his wife of 18 years, Mandi, were married
at St. Mary's Catholic Church in Norfolk. The Floods
live in Norfolk, where they are raising their sons
Brenden and Blake.
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KEYNOTE SPEAKER - CLAYTON ANDERSON
Clayton Anderson

United States Astronaut
The Ordinary Spaceman'"

President & CEO
Strategic Air Command &
Aerospace Museum

Clayton Anderson is "Nebraska's Astronaut!"
He was born in Omaha and
raised in Ashland. Now retired (2013) after a stellar 30-year
career with NASA, Anderson accumulated 167 days in space
while living onboard the International Space Station for over
five months in 2007 and serving as a Mission Specialist aboard
Discovery with the STS-131 Space Shuttle crew in 2010.
A seasoned spacewalker, Anderson spent nearly 40 hours in
the unforgiving vacuum of space, having helped build the space
station through the execution of six spacewalks, ranking him in
the top 40 on the world's cumulative all-time spacewalk record list.
Author of four hugely successful -and two award-winning-books, Clayton's remarkable career has been chronicled in a
documentary by Nebraska Educational Television (NET) entitled
"Homemade Astronaut." He has appeared on the History Channel
with Larry the Cable Guy ("Only in America,") the Travel Channel
with Kevin Connolly ("Armed and Ready)" and Don Wildman ("Off
Limits"), and The Science Channel's "Secret Space Escapes."
Clayton's story is one of big dreams and perseverance. It is
unique, heartwarming and inspirational and shows that with hard
work and a little luck, anyone can " ... dare to be extraordinary!"

2022 LINCOLN CHAMBER FEDERAL AGENDA
CIVILITY AND LEADERSHIP
The Lincoln Chamber calls on all members of the Nebraska delegation
to strive to work as leaders seeking solutions to issues and avoid the
all-to-common Washington practice of simply seeking to gain political
advantage. We firmly believe that our citizens yearn for leaders who
understand the value of working to build consensus. We urge all members
of the delegation to strive to engage on issues with civility, pragmatism
and common sense. We respect our elected leaders for their dedication
to public service. We also expect and urge all Nebraskans to engage on
public policy issues with the same civility, pragmatism and common sense
that we expect from our elected leaders.

FISCAL RESPONSIBILITY
The Lincoln Chamber will continue to stress the need for federal officials
to address entitlement reform and the lack of federal spending discipline.
The Lincoln Chamber calls upon all members of our federal delegation
to support greater fiscal discipline to create a more competitive climate
for private sector job growth. The COVID-19 pandemic presented the
urgent need for immediate government spending without aggressive fiscal
discipline over the past several months but as we again look to the private
sector to reenergize the economy, federal officials will need to be fiscally
responsible for the long-term health of our country.

INFRASTRUCTURE FUNDING
The Lincoln Chamber continues to be extremely concerned with how
federal bureaucracy increases the time and cost of projects in Lincoln
and across the state of Nebraska. We are, however, encouraged by
the cooperation Nebraska Department of Transportation received
from the Federal Highway Administration after our state legislature
enacted National Environmental Policy Act assumption legislation with
strong backing from the Lincoln Chamber. We also are encouraged by
President Biden's interest in finding solutions for our infrastructure needs.
The Lincoln Chamber worked cooperatively with the U.S. Chamber of
Commerce, our delegation of federal officials, and other organizations and
coalitions to support passage of the Infrastructure Investment and Jobs
Act of 2021 (IIJA). We are committed to continuing our work to develop and
advance solutions and look forward to working with state and local officials
on implementation of the IIJA.

RESEARCH & ECONOMIC DEVELOPMENT
The Lincoln Chamber will place strong emphasis on supporting researchrelated federal requests that align with the strategic plan adopted
by the Lincoln Partnership for Economic Development. Capitalizing
on opportunities for public/private partnerships that leverage such
research to help create high-quality jobs and build our innovation

capacity is essential to Nebraska's growth. The Lincoln Chamber will
work cooperatively with the University of Nebraska, the Vision Lincoln
group and other organizations and coalitions to support research and
economic development and strengthen our STEM ecosystem.

ENERGY POLICY
The Lincoln Chamber believes our economic future and competitive
position are closely tied to our national energy policy. Federal policy
initiatives should support: 1) Agriculture's vital role in developing
sustainable energy; 2) Market-based, long-term plans to create more
available and affordable energy; 3) All of our domestic energy resources
in a true "all-of-the-above" energy strategy; 4) Thorough analysis of costs
and benefits that account for the cascading impacts of regulation; 5)
Inclusive and robust rule making that takes the time to get rules and
regulations right; and, 6) Rational & economic-based approaches on
energy incentives. Action on climate change will require collaboration
among all stakeholders. Inaction is not a viable option, and we believe
business can and should play an important role in developing innovations
to reduce greenhouse gases. Collaboration will be key in the effort to
forge solutions that improve our environment and grow our economy.

IMMIGRATION REFORM
The rhetoric around the important issue of immigration reform must be
dialed back on all sides. The Lincoln Chamber believes it is absolutely
essential for our citizens and our elected officials to confront difficult and
complex immigration issues. Immigration policies encompass incredibly
important economic issues. Immigration and citizenship issues are
deeply tied to societal values, national security issues, and our moral
development as a nation of immigrants. The Lincoln Chamber will always
seek a better understanding of perspectives on this complex issue and
will provide constructive input from a business perspective. This issue
must be addressed on a bipartisan basis and it must be addressed
now. The Chamber strongly believes that our nation and our state must
continue as "welcoming economies" that invite diversity and inclusion.

TRADE
Increased trade will play an important role in America's economic
recovery and growth. From a Nebraska perspective, trade also is a
major boost for both our agriculture and manufacturing sectors. With
the adoption of the USMCA trade agreement and other recent positive
developments, we urge our delegation to continue bipartisan efforts on
trade promotion.

INCOLN"

2022 MAJOR FEDERAL INTERESTS
WORKFORCE AND IMMIGRATION
The shortage of qualified and available labor is by a wide margin the top
concern of business leaders in Nebraska. Our state's competitiveness depends
on its workforce talent and supply. Expanded legal immigration is essential
for many Nebraska businesses to meet their workforce needs and sustain
communities that are facing population loss. Nebraska must be a welcoming
state to retain and attract talent to connect communities across the state.
Congress should also consider providing incentives to states to promote
employer participation in earn-and-learn opportunities for workers who are
acquiring a new skill set, upgrading their skills, or re-entering the workforce.
These issues must be addressed on a bipartisan basis with no time to wait.
Chambers of Commerce support comprehensive immigration reform to help
ensure that Nebraska employers have reliable access to talented individuals
of all skill levels. This involves welcoming more legal immigrants to the United
States with job-ready skills and work visas; providing new opportunities to
retain talent already in the U.S., including at our universities; addressing
the estimated 12 million undocumented workers living in the country; and
developing a reliable, accurate employment eligibility verification system to
provide for fair enforcement of existing laws.
TRADE AND AGRICULTURE
Trade is a fundamental part of Nebraska's economy and the state's economic
growth, especially manufacturing and agriculture. These key sectors of our
state economy are very much dependent on free and fair trade with foreign
nations. Our top markets are Canada and Mexico, but Nebraska businesses
also produce goods sold in a myriad of countries around the world, from
France to Australia to Japan to Brazil to Belgium. More than $7.5 billion
in exports and 82,900 Nebraska jobs across the state depend on trade.
Roughly 9 0 percent of the state's total land area is dedicated to farming and
ranching and one of every three acres is planted for overseas markets.
Chambers of Commerce support the continued elimination of export barriers
and encourage the expansion of trade opportunities, both bilateral and
regional, so our businesses can create more good jobs.
ENERGY
Employers depend on reliable and affordable energy. Nebraska has an
economy that is energy intensive, including agricultural production, food
processing, manufacturing, and our growing technology sector. Though
development of newer energy sources such as wind and solar are important
and promising components of an electrical production structure and a
growing part of the state's economy, the Midwest and Great Plains regions
must not be penalized for their necessary utilization of efficient carbon-based
electrical generation facilities.
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Chambers of Commerce support a regulatory development and
implementation structure that is based on economic and practical
realities. This includes opposing the imposition of requirements on power
generators that dictate the type of fuels and plants they utilize. It also
includes market-based, long-term plans to create more available and
affordable energy, including rational and economic-based approaches to
energy incentives.
INFRASTRUCTURE AND TRANSPORTATION
Infrastructure and transportation programs and resources should
support interstate commerce, economic development, global
competitiveness, national defense, emergency preparedness, natural
disaster resiliency, recreation, and quality of life for everyone. Nebraska is
a strong transportation and logistics hub and growing that sector remains
a priority.
Chambers of Commerce support federal transportation policy that
provides for long-term, viable, equitable and predictable funding. Federal
policy should also provide states the flexibility to utilize funding in a timely
and efficient manner. We also support new and innovative financing
mechanisms for infrastructure and transportation projects at the federal,
state and local levels.
REGULATORY ENVIRONMENT
The cost of regulatory compliance nationwide has been estimated at
about $2 trillion annually (roughly the GDP of Australia or Canada).
Nebraskans deserve a working regulatory system, based on science,
that considers the views of communities and businesses, evaluates the
impact rules will have on jobs and small businesses, and protects our
economic and personal freedoms.
Chambers of Commerce support streamlining and coordinating
regulations where possible to avoid unnecessary delays and duplicative
processes. This also includes curtailing the growth or rescinding
existing regulations that are overly burdensome and efforts to increase
transparency and business community engagement.
NATIONAL DEFENSE, RESEARCH AND DEVELOPMENT
Offutt Air Force Base and other defense installations in Nebraska are an
important and strategic part of the state's economy. These operations
and supporting businesses combine for a positive annual impact of
over $1 billion and employ thousands of Nebraskans. Nebraska's
economic future must also capitalize on opportunities for public/private
partnerships that leverage research and federal support to create highquality jobs and build our innovation capacity.
Chambers of Commerce support modernizing facilities at Offutt Air Force
Base and other defense installations in Nebraska. We also support
research and business innovation investments that align with and
stimulate growth in Nebraska's economy.

NOTES

POLICY CONTACTS
LINCOLN CHAMBER OF COMMERCE

1128 Lincoln Mall, Suite 100
402.436.2350 Ilcoc.com

I Lincoln,

NE 68508

Jason Ball, President & CEO
402.436.2350 Ijball@lcoc.com
Bruce Bohrer, Executive Vice President & General Counsel
402.436.2358 Ibbohrer@lcoc.com
Todd Wiltgen, Public Policy Specialist
402.436.2352 I twiltgen@lcoc.com
NEBRASKA CHAMBER

1128 Lincoln Mall, Suite 302 I Lincoln, NE 68508
402.474.4422 Inechamber.com
Bryan Slone, President
402.474.4422 Ibslone@nechamber.com
Kristen Hassebrook, Executive Vice President - Legislation & Policy
402.474.4422 I khassebrook@nechamber.com
Mike Johnson, Chief Operating Officer
and Executive V.P. Manufacturing
402.474.4422 Imjohnson@nechamber.com
GREATER OMAHA CHAMBER

808 Conagra Dr., Suite 4 0 0 I Omaha, NE 68102
402.346.5000 I omahachamber.org
Veta Jeffery, President & CEO
402.346.5000 I vjeffery@omahachamber.org
Jennifer Creager, Vice President - Public Policy
Lincoln Office 402.474.4960 Ijcreager@omahachamber.org
Tim Stuart, Legislative Counsel
Lincoln Office 402.474.4960 I tstuart@omahachamber.org
U.S. CHAMBER OF COMMERCE

1615 H St., NW I Washington, D.C. 20062
202.659.6000 I uschamber.com

Exhibit 2
Detecting cancer in earlier stages, before it has
spread throughout the body, enables more successful
treatment and saves lives. This fact has made cancer
screening tests among the most important advances in
the War on Cancer. But the important benefits of early
cancer detection reach too few Americans.

Cancer is the second leading cause of death in
America, and claims the lives of nearly 1,700 Americans
every day. It is estimated that more than 3,500
Nebraskans will die of cancer in 2022 1 . Compared to
national averages, Nebraska faces a higher incidence of
breast, colorectal, prostate, and other deadly cancers. 2
Finding cancer earlier can reduce the human and
economic toll of cancer. The five-year cancer survival
rate when diagnosed earlier - before cancer has spread
within the body - is 89%, compared to 21% when it is
detected after the cancer has spread.
In the U.S., cancers with routine screening tests
account for just 29 percent of cancer deaths, leaving
the majority of cancers without an early detection
test. 3 In 2022, 6 of the top 10 causes of cancer death

in Nebraska have no recommended screening test.

1.
2.
3.

hnps://cancerstatisticscenter.cancer.org/lt I/state/Nebraska
hnps://statecancerprofiles.cancer.gov/quick-profiles/index.php?tabSelected=2&statename=nebraska
Source: Data on file from SEER 18 Regs Research Data. Nov 2017 Sub. Includes persons aged 50-79.
Estimated deaths per year in 2020 from ACS Cancer Facts and Figures Report 2020. Recommended
screening tests include breast, cervical. colorectal. and high-risk lung cancer

Top 10 Estimated Causes of Cancer Deaths in Nebraska, 2022 1
Cancer

Estimated Deaths

Lung and bronchus

670

Colo rectum

320

Pancreas

290

Breast

250

Leukemia

170

Prostate

170

Brain & other nervous system

120

Esophagus

120

Kidney and renal pelvis

110

Non-Hodgkin lymphoma

110

GRAIL, an innovative healthcare company, is developing a multi-cancer early detection blood
test that complements existing screenings. GRAIL's blood-based technology has detected and
localized more than 50 cancer types, across stages, in order to reach a larger number of patients
in Nebraska when treatment may be more effective and less costly.
GRAIL'S population-scale clinical development program, believed to be the largest of its kind,
has enrolled more than 330,000 people across the US and the UK.

Together, we can help save the lives of Nebraskans.
Learn more at grail.com

