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MINUTES 
TRI COUNTY MEETING 

DOUGLAS, LANCASTER AND SARPY COUNTIES 
WERNER PARK 

12356 BALLPARK WAY, PAPILLION, NE 
WEDNESDAY, NOVEMBER 16, 2022 AT 9:00 AM 

 
Advanced public notice of the meeting was posted on the County-City Building bulletin board and the Lancaster 
County, Nebraska, website and emailed to the media on November 16, 2022. Notice was also published in the 
Lincoln Journal Star print and digital editions on November 14, 2022. 
 
Lancaster County: Deb Schorr, Chair; Roma Amundson and Sean Flowerday, County Commissioners; David 
Derbin, Chief Administrative Officer; Dennis Meyer, Budget and Fiscal Officer; Leslie Brestel, County Clerk’s 
Office; and Joe Kohout, Brennan Miller and Sara Wagelie, Kissel Kohout ES Associates (Lancaster County 
Lobbyists) 
 
Douglas County: Jim Cavanaugh, Mary Ann Borgeson, Mike Friend, PJ Morgan, County Commissioners; Dan 
Esch, County Clerk; Patrick Bloomingdale, Chief Administrative Officer; Joe Lorenz, Budget & Finance 
Director; and Sean Kelley, Kelley Plucker LLC (Douglas County Lobbyist)  
 
Sarpy County:  Don Kelly, Gary Mixan, Jim Warren, David Klug, Angi Burmeister, County Commissioners; 
Dan Hoins, County Administrator; Deb Houghtaling, County Clerk/Register of Deeds; Renee Lansman, Deputy 
County Clerk; and Kaitlin Reece (Sarpy County Lobbyist) 
 
NACO Representatives: Jon Cannon, Executive Director; Beth Bazyn Ferrell, Legal Counsel 
 
A copy of the Nebraska Open Meeting Act was available from the Lancaster County Clerk’s staff.  
 
1) BREAKFAST 
 
Breakfast was served from 9:00 a.m. to 9:15 a.m. 
 
Introductions were made by those in attendance. 
 
Kelly provided an overview of Sarpy County (Exhibit 1).  
 

NEBRASKA ASSOCIATION OF COUNTY OFFICIALS (NACO) LEGISLATIVE UPDATE 
 
Cannon stressed the importance of the power of local leaders and their effect on the Legislature. NACO 
lobbies on behalf of all of the counties on issues such as LB310 (Change inheritance tax rates, inheritance tax 
exemption amounts, and individuals who are considered relatives of a decedent), LB644 (Adopt the Property 
Tax Request Act, change dates relating to tax levies, and change provisions relating to property tax refunds), 
updating mobile home tax delinquency laws, funding for county costs associated with State park facilities and 
modernizing public fund investment options to allow credit unions to be added to the list of approved 
depositories for county funds. He added Buffalo and Hall Counties should be included in the same county size 
and spending categories as Sarpy, Douglas and Lancaster Counties. 
 
Schorr entered the meeting at 9:40 a.m. 
 
NACO will have a building near Ogallala that will be used for NACO business. I will also have office and 
meeting space available to lease to other interested parties.  
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Cannon reported NACO will be reviewing reforming the Tax Equalization and Review Commission (TERC) 
process, the county project bidding process to encourage interest in county projects, and the State 
requirements for State Highway Fund returns. 
 
The meeting was recessed at 9:55 a.m. and reconvened at 10:11 a.m. 
 
2) DOUGLAS COUNTY LEGISLATIVE PRIORITIES 
 
Bloomingdale stated items impacting Douglas County that concern him are possible changes to inheritance tax 
and the loss of revenues, increased law enforcement salaries particularly for correctional officers and staffing 
shortages especially as they pertain to the new juvenile justice reform center set to open in July. Morgan 
added Douglas County may have to operate two separate youth detention facilities. 
 
Friend felt continuing dialogue between the counties and the Legislature is crucial to building relationships with 
the senators. 
 
Kelley distributed both a draft bill regarding Neb. Rev. Stat. 38-2136 (mental health practitioners; 
confidentiality; exception) (Exhibit 2) and the Douglas County priorities (Exhibit 3). He suggested creating a 
State aid program for unfunded mandates. 
 
3) LANCASTER COUNTY LEGISLATIVE PRIORITIES 
 

Schorr reported the Lancaster County Board has been working with BerryDunn on a strategic plan. She gave 
updates on the Lancaster County jail population, the upcoming move of Aging Partners and Veteran’s Services 
to Victory Park, the new youth ballfield complex, and staffing cost increases for law enforcement and nursing 
positions. Flowerday and Amundson added American Rescue Plan Act (ARPA) funds will be supporting rural 
broadband and rural water projects. 
 
Concerning the Tri-County Breakfast, Miller stated it will be held in person on Friday, January 20, 2023. 
 
Schorr, Amundson, Flowerday and Derbin reviewed the Lancaster County Board’s legislative proposals (see 
agenda packet). 
 
Schorr thanked the Lancaster County lobbyists and administrative team for their leadership. 
 
4) NACO LEGISLATIVE UPDATE 
 
Item moved forward on agenda. 
 
5) WORKING LUNCH 
 
The meeting was recessed at 11:18 a.m. and reconvened at 11:32 a.m.  
 
6) SARPY COUNTY LEGISLATIVE PRIORITIES 
 

A. Long-term housing of state prisoners in county jail facilities 
 
Reece said Sarpy County is concerned about the long-term housing of inmates in the jail as the jails were not 
built for long-term stays and programming. 
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B. Homestead exemption applications for disabled veterans 
 
Sarpy County would like to continue its legislative pursuit for longer term homestead exemption qualifications 
for permanently disabled veterans. Reece explained that homestead exemption applications are valid for one 
year and then need to be renewed. For permanently disabled veterans, their disability status does not change. 
Sarpy County would like for those situations to have approved homestead exemption status for greater than 
one year. 
 

C. Other legislative priorities 
 
No other priorities were named. 
 

OTHER BUSINESS 
 
Kelly thanked Schorr for her years of services as a Lancaster County Commissioner and presented her with a 
Sarpy County pin. 
 
7) ADJOURNMENT  
 
There being no further business, the meeting was adjourned at 11:46 a.m. 
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Fastest Growing County in State

• 20% population growth
from 2010-2020

• 2022 YTD

• Added 895 new single-family

building permits

• Added 848 multi-family units

• Added $946 million in building
permit valuation

Sources: U.S. Census Bureau, Grow Sarpv
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Business Growth & Opportunity
• Facebook/ Google continue to expand.

• R&R Realty is building a 1.1 million square-

foot industrial space.

• Hillcrest Highlands broke ground on 24-acre

retirement community in Gretna.

Source: Grow Sarpy




















