LANCASTER COUNTY 101 MEETING MINUTES
LANCASTER COUNTY BOARD OF COMMISSIONERS
TUESDAY, DECEMBER 3, 2019
NACO CONFERENCE ROOM
3:30 P.M.-5:00 P.M.
Commissioners Present: Roma Amundson, Chair; Sean Flowerday, Vice Chair; Deb Schorr, Rick Vest
and Christa Yoakum
Senators Present: Myron Dorn; Anna Wishart; Tom Brandt; and Suzanne Geist
Others Present: Sam Huppert, Administrative Assistant to Kate Bolz; Joe Kohout, Brennen Miller,
Kissel, Kohout, ES Associates LLC; Kim Etherton, Community Corrections Director; George Dungan,
Deputy Public Defender; Brad Johnson, Corrections Director; Dennis Meyer, Budget and Fiscal
Director; Todd Duncan, Chief Deputy Sheriff; Todd Wiltgen, Public Policy Specialist, Lincoln Chamber
of Commerce; Rachel Garver, County Treasurer; Joe Nigro, Public Defender; Pat Condon, County
Attorney; Pam Dingman, County Engineer; Pat Lopez, Lincoln-Lancaster County Health Department
Interim Director; Dustin Antonello, Director of Policy and Research, Lincoln Independent Business
Association (LIBA); Gary Greer, Citizen; Kerry Eagan, Chief Administrative Officer; and Leslie Brestel,
County Clerk’s Office

Advance public notice of the Board of Commissioners Staff Meeting was posted on the County-City
Building bulletin board and the Lancaster County, Nebraska web site and provided to the media on
December 2, 2019.
The Chair noted the location of the Open Meetings Act and opened the meeting at 3:41 p.m.
AGENDA ITEM
1.

INTRODUCTION & WELCOME – Commissioners Amundson and Flowerday

Amundson and Flowerday welcomed those in attendance to the meeting.
2.

UPDATE ON COUNTY FINANCE – Dennis Meyer, Budget & Fiscal Officer

Meyer distributed and reviewed the Lancaster County Budget (Exhibit A).
When asked if there have been budget allowances for expanded economic development opportunities
(regarding special permits), Meyer answered not at this point. Flowerday added the previously
proposed wind energy was projected to generate $1,000,000 in property taxes annually.
3.

COUNTY LEGISLATIVE PRIORITIES
A.

Standing Priorities – Kerry Eagan, Chief Administrative Officer

The standing priorities were presented (Exhibit B).
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Dungan discussed how bond is set and bail bond reform both locally and nationally. Both bills in the
legislature require pre-trial services to be considered. Flowerday added the Board voted to endorse
bail reform.
B.

Financing of County Bridges – Pam Dingman, County Engineer

Dingman reviewed her presentation on County bridges (Exhibit C). Kohout added Senator Bolz is
carrying LB267 (Provide a duty for the county board relating to deficient bridges and authorize a tax
levy).
C.

Statewide 24/7 Sobriety – Kim Etherton, Director, Community Corrections

Etherton described the 24/7 Sobriety program goal, how it currently operates and how passing LB335
(Authorize a 24/7 sobriety program permit for operating a motor vehicle as a condition of bail) would
be beneficial. There are federal funds available for such programs, however, those funds are not
accessible unless the State has a statute for a 24/7 Sobriety program.
D.

Sharing of Mental Health Info – Commissioner Schorr & Chief Deputy Sheriff Todd
Duncan

Schorr discussed LR183 (Interim study to examine whether continuity of care and safety for
individuals and the public can be enhanced by allowing mental health providers to coordinate with
law enforcement).
Duncan said law enforcement wants to reduce gun violence and to provide services as best as
possible to those with mental illness, and that law enforcement has difficulty with these goals without
access to pertinent information. Shared information would be only in the event of contact and is not
intended to lead to more pre-emptive contact. Geist added the shared information would be limited
to the individual’s name.
E.

Advance Mental Health Directives – Brad Johnson, Director, Corrections

Johnson stated the jail had a daily average population of 655 last month, which is a record for
November. He felt some of the increase can be attributed to LB605 (Provide, change, and eliminate
penalties, punishments, sentencing, restitution, probation, parole, and crime victim provisions and
provide for post-release supervision, grants, and suspension of medical assistance for inmates).
There is an increase in jailed individuals with mental health issues, many of those individuals do not
understand the severity of their illness without medications and having an advance mental health
directive would benefit them.
When asked about the percent of crowding at the jail, Johnson answered the facility has space for
786 individuals. The units for females are overcrowded. LB605 has added between 35-40 individuals
per day to the jail population.
4.

SENATOR COMMENTS

No comments.
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5.

OTHER LANCASTER COUNTY ISSUES
A.

GAINS Grant Update – Kim Etherton, Director, Community Corrections

Etherton reviewed the grant and discussions between the Regional Center, the Department of Health
and Human Services (DHHS), and Douglas, Lancaster and Sarpy counties for expanding services for
competency to stand trial and competency restoration and stated funding has been renewed for
another year. Additionally, due to the discussions, the Regional Center has adjusted the way they
operate.
B.

YRTC - Lincoln Update – Kerry Eagan, Chief Administrative Officer

Eagan said the Youth Residential Treatment Center (YRTC) has a lease for a portion of the YRTC
building for the State to use for youth treatment purposes. Kohout added tours of the building can
be arranged for those interested.
ADDITIONAL LANCASTER COUNT ISSUES
Lopez stated the Cultural Centers and the Health Department have worked together with
organizations to provide culturally-appropriate preventative health trainings for the ethnic minority
populations using funds from the Health Care Cash Fund. Due to a bid process change, the State will
be grouped into regions with the funds being attached to the treatment of diabetes. Due to specific
requirements with the change to regions, the funds may not be eligible to be accessed by the
Cultural Centers. Letters have been sent to DHHS as local input is being disregarded.
6.

ADJOURNMENT

There being no further business the meeting was adjourned at 5:15 p.m.
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