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MEMORANDUM

DATE: November 26, 2014

TO: County Board of Commissioners

FROM: Sara Hartzell, Planning

RE: Vacation of the S.W. 31st Street south of W. Denton Road so that the road
can be converted to a private roadway.

CC: Ken Schroeder
Terry Kathe

In accordance with County Resolution #14-0033, the Planning Department has reviewed
the County Engineer’s request to study the potential vacation of S.W. 31st Street from the
south right-of-way line of West Denton Road to the north right-of-way line of West Covered
Bridge Road, in The Bridges Addition, located in the NE 1/4 of Section 20-9-6, Lincoln,
Lancaster County, Nebraska.

This road is within the City of Lincoln extraterritorial jurisdiction and as such requires the
approval of the City Council prior to action by the County Board.  The City Council has
reviewed and held public hearing on this vacation request on November 24th, 2014, and
approved Resolution A-88671 for Street and Alley Vacation 14008.

The applicant requests the vacation of the portion of SW 31st from the south right-of-way
line of West Denton Road to the north boundary of Outlot I in the area of SW 31st Street. 
The road will be replatted as a private roadway and maintained by The Bridges
Homeowners Association.  The consent of adjacent lot owners of Lot 3, Block 2, and Lot
1, Block 1 of Whispering Pines 3rd Addition has been obtained. 

An amendment to The Bridges Community Unit Plan was approved in early October by the
Planning Commission.  The amendment expanded the area of the CUP to include adjacent
S.W. 31st Street from the south right-of-way line of W. Denton Road to the north boundary
of the existing special permit area. 

S.W. 31st Street was originally platted as a public street because there was an existing
public street stub at that location. It would have been undesirable to have a street that was
part public and part private.

Creating SW 31st as a private roadway will allow the developer a certain amount of
flexibility in the design of the roadway profile as well as the extent of the culvert required
in Cardwell Branch Creek.  A public roadway would require the culvert to extend from right-
of-way to right-of-way.  With the creek bed running diagonally at the point where it crosses
the future road alignment, this culvert could be up to 100 feet long.  
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The culvert in SW 31st Street, if built as a private facility, will still have to meet all City of
Lincoln Design Standards and a floodplain permit will be needed prior to construction to
show floodplain regulations are being met.  Final review and approval of culvert design,
including erosion protection measures, and hydrologic and hydraulic information will occur
at time of that permit application.

Maintenance of this road, like all the other private roadways in this subdivision, will be the
responsibility of The Bridges Home Owners Association. 

There were no objections to the vacation from any city or county agencies.

LES requests that utility easements be retained over the vacated right of way.

The Planning Department supports the application to vacate SW 31st as described, subject
to retention of utility easements.
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