


Play – Enjoy the outdoors, Recreating, Working, Boating, etc 

Clean – Make sure and clean off your ATV, Equipment, Animals, Clothing 

Go – Move on to the next area and DON’T spread Invasives 



How Many Statewide listed 
Noxious Weeds? 



How Many Noxious Weeds? 

• State of Nebraska has 12 listed noxious weeds 

 

• Lancaster County has added Common and Cutleaf teasel 

12 Statewide 
2 more in Lancaster County 



Nebraska’s Noxious Weeds 
1. Canada Thistle - 1873 

2. Musk Thistle - 1962 

3. Leafy Spurge - 1962 

4. Plumeless Thistle - 1975 

5. Spotted Knapweed - 1992 

6. Diffuse Knapweed - 1992 

7. Purple Loosestrife – January 2001 

8. Saltcedar –January 2005 

9. Phragmites – April 2008 

10. Japanese Knotweed – February 2011 

11. Giant Knotweed– February 2011 

12. Sericea Lespedeza – April 1, 2013 



Lancaster County Noxious Weeds 

1. Cutleaf teasel -  July 1, 2014 
2. Common teasel – July 1, 2014 

 
 
* Required control in Lancaster County 



How To Report To Our Office  

• Email – weeds@lancaster.ne.gov 

• Phone – 402-441-7817 

• Bring in a map with location marked 

• Nearest address or crossroad 

• GPS location is great! 

• Photos is excellent! 
 



What else you can report? 

• It helps to know the stage of growth. 

• Is it in the rosette stage?  Bolting? Flowering? 



Rosette or Seedling Stage of growth 



Light infestation @ seedling stage of growth 

 



Flowering 



Severity of the Infestation 

• Trace – only a few present 

• Light – scattered plants to light patches 

• Moderate – large patches and pretty much all over 

• Severe – totally infested 



Trace Infestation 



Light Infestation 

 



Moderate Infestation 



Severe Infestation 



Life Cycle?      

• Annual 

• Biennial 

• Perennial 



Life Cycle? 

Annual 

Biennial 

Perennial 



Pathways 

• What are we doing today 
that may create 
problems for tomorrow? 

• What can we change in 
our operation to prevent 
the spread? 

• Are we helping or 
hurting in some of the 
management methods 
we use? 

• Mowing 
• Dirt moving 
• Road maintenance  
• Transporting hay 
• Wind 
• Water 
• Birds 
• Animals 
• Humans 
• Vehicles 
• ATV’s 
• Heavy equipment 
• Clothing 
• Pets 

 





Pathways 



Control  

• If there’s only a few go ahead and chop or spray them. 



Control Options 



Nebraska’s Noxious Weeds 

• Musk Thistle - 1962 (click to view video) 

• Plumeless Thistle 
• Canada Thistle 
• Spotted and Diffuse Knapweed  
• Leafy Spurge -  
• Purple Loosestrife – became a noxious weed Jan. 2001 

• Saltcedar – became a noxious weed Jan. 2005 

• Phragmites – became a noxious weed April 2008 

• Knotweeds, Japanese & Giant – became noxious weed February 
2011 

• Sericea Lespedeza – April 2013 
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Nebraska’s Noxious Weeds 

• Musk Thistle 

• Plumeless Thistle - 1975 
• Canada Thistle 
• Spotted and Diffuse Knapweed 
• Leafy Spurge 
• Purple Loosestrife – became a noxious weed Jan. 2001 

• Saltcedar – became a noxious weed Jan. 2005 

• Phragmites – became a noxious weed April 2008 

• Knotweeds, Japanese & Giant – became noxious weed February 2011 

• Sericea Lespedeza – April 2013 

 







Bare and showing  

no stem wings 
Stem wings extending 

Up to flower – note the  

different bracts below the flower 



Nebraska’s Noxious Weeds 

• Musk Thistle 
• Plumeless Thistle 

• Canada Thistle - 1873 
• Spotted and Diffuse Knapweed 
• Leafy Spurge 
• Purple Loosestrife – became a noxious weed Jan. 2001 

• Saltcedar – became a noxious weed Jan. 2005 

• Phragmites – became a noxious weed April 2008 

• Knotweeds, Japanese & Giant – became noxious weed February 2011 

• Sericea Lespedeza – April 2013 

 

 



1873 Canada Thistle Law 

In 1873 the Canada thistle law required cutting or mowing to 
prevent seed from ripening under a penalty of a fine of from 
$10 to $40.  

 

Any person could go on another’s land to cut; without danger of 
a trespass suit.  

 

A $20 fine was issued if you were convicted of selling hay or 
seed that contained Canada thistle seed. 



Seed heads / Flower much smaller – Dime 

Size in general and in dense clusters on terminal ends 





Dense Monoculture 
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Other Thistles – Common to NE 
• Wavyleaf Thistle 

• Tall Thistle 

• Bull Thistle 

• Scotch Thistle 

 

 



Nebraska’s Noxious Weeds 

• Musk Thistle 
• Plumeless Thistle 
• Canada Thistle 

• Spotted and Diffuse Knapweed - 1992 
• Leafy Spurge 
• Purple Loosestrife – became a noxious weed Jan. 2001 

• Saltcedar – became a noxious weed Jan. 2005 

• Phragmites – became a noxious weed April 2008 

• Knotweeds, Japanese & Giant – became noxious weed February 2011 

• Sericea Lespedeza – April 2013 









Nebraska’s Noxious Weeds 

• Musk Thistle 
• Plumeless Thistle 
• Canada Thistle 
• Spotted and Diffuse Knapweed 

• Leafy Spurge - 1962 (click to view video) 

• Purple Loosestrife – became a noxious weed Jan. 2001 

• Saltcedar – became a noxious weed Jan. 2005 

• Phragmites – became a noxious weed April 2008 

• Knotweeds, Japanese & Giant – became noxious weed February 2011 

• Sericea Lespedeza – April 2013 
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Nebraska’s Noxious Weeds 

• Musk Thistle 
• Plumeless Thistle 
• Canada Thistle 
• Spotted and Diffuse Knapweed 
• Leafy Spurge 

• Purple Loosestrife  (click to view video) – became a noxious weed Jan. 2001 

• Saltcedar – became a noxious weed Jan. 2005 

• Phragmites – became a noxious weed April 2008 

• Knotweeds, Japanese & Giant – became noxious weed February 2011 

• Sericea Lespedeza – April 2013 
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Nebraska’s Noxious Weeds 

• Musk Thistle 
• Plumeless Thistle 
• Canada Thistle 
• Spotted and Diffuse Knapweed 
• Leafy Spurge 
• Purple Loosestrife – became a noxious weed Jan. 2001 

• Saltcedar – became a noxious weed Jan. 2005 

• Phragmites – became a noxious weed April 2008 

• Knotweeds, Japanese & Giant – became noxious weed February 2011 

• Sericea Lespedeza – April 2013 
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Nebraska’s Noxious Weeds 

• Musk Thistle 
• Plumeless Thistle 
• Canada Thistle 
• Spotted and Diffuse Knapweed 
• Leafy Spurge 
• Purple Loosestrife – became a noxious weed Jan. 2001 

• Saltcedar – became a noxious weed Jan. 2005 

• Phragmites – became a noxious weed April 2008 

• Knotweeds, Japanese & Giant – became noxious weed February 2011 

• Sericea Lespedeza – April 2013 

 



Not all Phragmites found around lakes and streams 









1 



1 2 



1 2 3 



1 2 3 4 



Platte River channel near Lexington in 2007 



Seed heads during the Winter 
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Nebraska’s Noxious Weeds 

• Musk Thistle 
• Plumeless Thistle 
• Canada Thistle 
• Spotted and Diffuse Knapweed 
• Leafy Spurge 
• Purple Loosestrife – became a noxious weed Jan. 2001 

• Saltcedar – became a noxious weed Jan. 2005 

• Phragmites – became a noxious weed April 2008 

• Knotweeds, Japanese & Giant – became noxious weed 
February 2011 

• Sericea Lespedeza – April 2013 

 



Japanese Knotweed early spring 
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Nebraska’s Noxious Weeds 

• Musk Thistle 
• Plumeless Thistle 
• Canada Thistle 
• Spotted and Diffuse Knapweed 
• Leafy Spurge 
• Purple Loosestrife 
• Saltcedar 
• Phragmites 
• Knotweeds, Japanese & Giant 
• Sericea Lespedeza  
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Lancaster County  
 Noxious Weeds 

1. Cutleaf teasel -  July 1, 2014 
2. Common teasel – July 1, 2014 

 
*Required Control in Lancaster County 



Common teasel 



Common teasel 



Cutleaf teasel 



Cutleaf teasel 



cutleaf  teasel rosette vs. musk thistle rosette 



Common teasel            Cutleaf teasel  



Kansas uncontrolled  teasel infestation 

Early Detection – Rapid Response 
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Control Recommendations 

UNL Extension  EC 130 

 Guide for Weed Management in Nebraska 

   

Noxious Weed Section 

•  Herbicide 

•  Rates & Timing 

•  Cost  



     Weed-free Forage and Gravel 



     Weed-free Forage and Gravel 

Weed-free forage is required by: 

• Nebraska Department of Transportation 

• U.S. Forest Service 

• Bureau of Land Management  

• National Parks and Monuments 

• Bureau of Reclamation 

• Tribal Lands 

• National Fish & Wildlife Refuges 

• Lancaster County in addition to forage requires 
Weed-free gravel. 



     Weed-free Forage and Gravel 

• Must be inspected in the field of origin PRIOR to 
harvest 

• Certified to either NAISMA or State standards 

• Contact your local Weed Superintendent 



Stop the Spread!!! 

 



Thank you 

 
For more information 

 Lancaster County Weed Control 

 402-441-7817 

 email:  weeds@lancaster.ne.gov 

 website: www.lancaster.ne.gov/weeds 

 


